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SOURCE Berliner Morgenpost.

REPORTED SOVIFT EXPLOLTATION OF AUSTRIAN 0IL FIFLDS

@omment_" The following is the complete text of an article writ-
tén by the Vierna correspondent of the Berliner Morgenpost, 31 Jan 53.
it 1s to be noted that there is epecific mention of a pipeline run-
ning north to Tzechoslovakia /

"We also ¢ould use a Mossadeq 1o give us back our 01l," say the Austrians,
rointing to the blue tanks erected on the streets and highways by "Orep" of the
SMV {SowJetische Mineraloel Verwaliung, Soviet Petroleum Administration). These
tanks actually are the tentacles of the purely monopolistic and capitalistic
Zistersdorf il concern. ’

This monster 1is devouring more o1l every year. Ou orders from Moscow,
o1l derrich after o:l derrick is o2ing erected without respect for the most
fertile land. When the USSR conficeated the Austrian oil fields as "German
Froperty" on 1945, their annual production was 450,000 tons. In 1952, six
times ae much of) /2.7 million tons | was produced The 500 o1l and economic
experts of the Petroleum Commission are bent on reaping the greutest benefits.

Wha* is actuslly bappeoing in this huge Zistersdorf oil district, the ex-
tremitisrs of which are alreedy reaching the suburbs of Vienna, is known to only
a few An ormed guerd Prevents curicus eyss trom sexing toc much. All that
can re s=en from the cutside are new derricks, railroad tracks, and new pipe-
lines, one of which lewds north 7o Czechoslovakia . "Zistersdsrf is the most
dangerons canter tn our sconemy,” the Auvstrisn [nstitute for Economic Research
declarec . and c1vszx the following figures: From 19hS untsl teduy “he Soviets
heve produr:a & total of 10.800.000 *tons of oil. Forwy-two percent of this
Jroduction went o Austria, in other words, Austria hed to buy its own oil from
the LSSE Based on the wor!d oil price. the total earnings of the USSE has

been between 130 and 160 million col.lars

The SMV 1e considered an exiratervitor.al Allied concern and pays neither
laxes nor duties To Austris On the cther haud, the Austrian taxpayar has to
c8YTy the ¢ntire cozn of the operstion of the o1l fields, the transporzation fa-
cilities . and tpe selsries of all the wmpioyees of the SMY uncer "occupation costs."
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Since 1945, the USSR has systematically made the Danube between the Aus-
trian and Rumanien oil fields the great oil artery of Fastern Europe. All L
Austrian, Hungarian, Rumanian, and Bulgarian tankers have long been in Soviet ’ i
possession, or are run directly by the USSR through so-called mixed companies. .

The Austrian government has been defending itself with all its might
against the encroachment of this moneter, but the latter simply goes on gnavw- |
ing at the vital organs of this poor country's economy.
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